
 

 

 

Parson-to-Person 
     
 

                   Easter is soon upon us.  I look forward to the wonderfully inspiring worship 
experiences of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter morning.  My 
heart seems to beat faster and my excitement level simply soars off the chart!  I also 
have fun watching our Easter “Egg-stravaganza,” which will happen on Saturday, April 
7.  This year we are opening up this event to our neighborhoods. 
 
     I once was approached by a person who couldn’t believe that we would even 
mention the Easter Bunny in church.    It is funny to think about a big male rabbit that 
lays eggs or make nests.  Kids love the Easter Bunny!  Children eagerly flock to be near 
the mall Easter Bunnies.  They know that hugging the Easter Bunny is a guaranteed 
“warm fuzzy.” 
 
    The Easter Bunny comes to children without a set policy for behavior.  Unlike Santa, 
he doesn’t judge who’s naughty or nice.  His eggs are left everywhere for everyone, 
even for the smallest child.  We ought to take a cue from our kids.  Easter can happen 
everywhere for everyone. 
 
     The empty tomb on Easter morning presents us with a vision of the power of life 
over death.  Like the Easter Bunny’s basket of eggs, the very place that surely seems to 
be a dead end – Jesus’ tomb – suddenly becomes the symbol of birth and new life. 
 
    We come to know that our lives are fulfilled in the resurrection of a Christ who is 
“now” but “not yet,” whose work is “complete” but yet “incomplete.”  Christian life is, in 
this sense, one long Easter egg hunt. 
 
   The purpose of an Easter “Egg-stravaganza” is to seek colorful eggs that have been 
hidden throughout a variety of places.  The fun, the fulfillment, is in the search, not in 
the stockpiling of hard-boiled eggs.  Entering into that tomb with Jesus on Good Friday 
is the way we annually remind ourselves of the “completing” power of the risen Christ. 
 
     The open tomb on Easter morning forces us to face the “incompletes” in our lives.  
The open tomb assures us of God’s promise to turn all our “incompletes” into 
“completes.”  When we find the tomb opened and empty every Easter morning, we are 
ourselves reborn with the risen Christ. 
 
     I am so looking forward to seeing you on Easter morning!  There will be an Easter 
egg ready for you, complete with a surprise inside!  Happy Easter! 
 
        In hope and confidence, 

 Dale  
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WORSHIP & ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 

APRIL  
1 “Reverse” ... Mark 11:1-11 Palm / Passion Sunday Dr. Dale Miller  
 Acolytes: Craig Latham, Hannah Latham, Scott Latham, Kadi Riffe 
 

8 Son-Rise Worship  - Easter Sunday 8:00 am Youth 
 “Redeem, Renew, Restore”  ...John 20:1-18 Easter Sunday 9:15 and 11:00 Dr. Dale Miller 
 Acolytes: Jacob Spala, Joey Spala, Natalie Spala, Daniel Worpell 
 

15 “Stand Up with Faith” …1 John 1:1-2:2 Dr. Dale Miller 
 Acolytes: Hannah Allbery, James Allbery, Hailey Ducklow, Nathan Ducklow 
 

22 “Standing on the Promises”  ...Luke 24:44-49 Rev. Susan Youmans 
  Acolytes:  Cameron Jones, Kiersten Jones, Elizabeth Morrison, Maria Vainer 
 

29 “Stand Together”  ...1 John 3:16-24 Family Worship Dr. Dale Miller 
  Acolytes:  David Moening, Tommy Moening, Patrick Paquette, Michael Riffe 

The Church building will be closed on Monday, April 9.  
Regular hours will resume on Tuesday, April 10. 

Let’s Keep in Touch! 
 The church staff would like to find ways to be in closer communication with the 
congregation on a regular basis. We are considering several options, including auto-
mated phone calls with recorded messages from staff. Another possibility is to contact 
people more regularly using our email lists, and expanding those lists to include more 
people.  We can also use our website’s Announcement section to share important news 
with those people who’d like to check that website regularly. 
 We’d like to get some opinions from you about these ideas, or other ways that 
you think that we could most completely reach our faith family with important up-
dates.  Would you like to be on the list to receive automated phone calls? Should this 
list be an “opt-in” list only? Would you prefer the option to choose whether you’d like 
to be contacted via recorded phone message, email, or website visit?  Would you rather 
have these communications come at scheduled times, or would it be more effective to 
communicate only when we have specific information to share? 

 We will be providing an insert in an upcoming bulletin surveying the congregation on preferred methods of con-
tact, and possibly gathering more email contacts for these lists.  We hope to find the best ideas for being in regular com-
munication with you. 

 
The Worship 
Committee will 
be decorating 
the sanctuary 
with Easter Lil-
ies. Orders will 
be taken at the 
Welcome Center 
following worship on Sunday, March 25 and  Sunday, 
April 1 at $11 per plant and for food for the hungry. 
Orders made in the church office must be submitted  
no later than Monday, April 2. 

 

Easter Egg-stravaganza  

Saturday, April 7 

 

The annual Easter egg hunt 

and much, much more is  

almost here! We start with breakfast at 

9:30.  Crafts, stories and, of course, the egg 

hunt  follows.    
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LIFE & MINISTRY 

LOOSE COIN OFFERING—for April is  to support Bishop Judith 
Craig’s Children’s Village .  The orphaned boys and girls of 
Liberia have reason to hope. The enormously ambitious project 
of the United Methodist Church, the Bishop Judith Craig 
Children's Village, aims to give them the love and upbringing 
deserved by children of God. ~  
 

FIRST SUNDAY WORSHIP—April 1 6:30pm, Chapel.  
This is a warm and welcoming service of worship designed for 
those in the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgendered community, 
their families, friends and church members who are supportive.  
Join others for a time of fellowship and light refreshments at 
6:00pm. ~ 
 

ANCHOR-TORCH  CIRCLE  Monday April 23, 9:30am.  Note day 
and time change.  This is a service day.  We will be working on 
the church rummage sale.  Bring your lunch.  Beverage and 
dessert provided. ~ 

 

THINK SPRING WITH YOUR JEWELRY! Cleaning out closets and 
drawers?  Don't forget to bring in your unused or unwanted 
jewelry for the Spring Rummage Sale.  Donations can be left in 
the church office marked for Sandy Cole or Dorothy Moore. ~ 
 

UMW - The United Methodist Women’s meeting on Monday, 
April 23 will feature a program on Seedlings, Braille books for 
children.  (Many years ago, Nardin Park used to sponsor the 
Nardin Park Braille Transcribers at the church.)  Sue Ward has 
been a volunteer for the Seedlings program.  She will present to 
us information first, and then we will have the information 
meeting afterward. This meeting is open to any women in the 
church that are interested. Please bring a friend and join us on 
April 23 at 6:30pm. Any questions could be directed to Sherrie 
Chrysler at 313-278-0036 or by email to smigginsclown@att.net. 
Hope to see everyone there.  
 

FATHER'S DAY ''MY FAVORITE DESSERT" BAKE SALE, Sunday 
June 17, in Mercer Hall after worship.  Sponsored by United 
Methodist Women.  PURPOSE:  To raise funds to help pay 
our $2,000.00 annual UMW District Pledge and for other UMW 
projects, AND to help celebrate Father's Day!  ~ 

Weekly Bulletin Announcements 
Wednesdays - Noon 

MAY Newsletter — Monday, April 16 
Send  information to: 

lmoses@nardinpark.org 

THANK YOU! 

Equal Exchange 
Coffee Sales 

 
Sunday,  April 15 

 
 

THANK YOU - Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ *ÕÄÙ "ÌÁÎÅÙ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÅÎÊÏÙÁÂÌÅ ÖÉÓÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ 
to Anchor/Torch Circle for their card.  I appreciate being remembered 
ÂÙ ÍÙ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÔ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢȱ  ~ from Lillian Kiss  

RUMMAGE SALE 
April 24-26  

 

It’s time to plan your spring cleaning, empty your 
closets and donate those unwanted items!  

Donations may be left on the stage in Mercer Hall.    
Please, no large items until April 15.  

Call Tina Jensen with questions.  

NEWS FLASH!  
ASP AUCTION RAISES 

$17,000! 
 

Thanks to the amazing gen-
erosity of both our  

donors and our bidders, the 
ASP Auction on March 10 

was extremely 
 successful. 

 
We will be holding an ASP Store on April 15, 
offering donated and wish-list items for sale.   
Thank you for your continued support of the 

 ASP program at Nardin Park . 

Deep Appreciation to the Anchor /  Torch Circle ladies!   
Larvae, Caterpillars and Butterflies abound thanks to your great 
creative spirits!  What dedication you all had one busy Tuesday 
morning and into the afternoon.  The children will be thrilled with 
their butterfly trees I am sure.  We are waiting until after Easter to 
share the trees, and watch our butterflies develop from cocoons, into 
butterflies.  Stripe and Yellow will have some live companions to help 
us enter into the spirit of RESURRECTION.  Grateful with joy!   
 ~ from Rev. Karen  
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April Youth Event!!!   

April 20 , 6pm  to April 21, 6pm  

Our Youth Fasting Event is now “B1”  Begin fasting after lunch 
on April 20 and arrive at NPUMC at 6pm for our overnight explo-
ration of hunger and poverty.  Sign up now to raise pledges to 
fight hunger and poverty through The Advance giving (United 
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries).  Join with Heart-
Works Ministries on Saturday, April 21 as we deliver blessings as 
our A-OK (Acts Of Kindness) throughout Farmington Hills!  We 
might make cookies, deliver flowers, perform random acts of 
cleaning.  Join us!!!  Contact Pastor Susan for pledge forms and 
to pick up your B1 Team Shirt!!! 

The Route 56 group collected donations of pet food, toys and other pet supplies to help families keep their 
pets even when the families are facing financial challenges.  They delivered them to the Michigan Humane  
Society in Westland. 
 

“Thank you to your Youth Group Students for the wonderful donation items.” --Marie Skladd,  
Director of Community Outreach for the Michigan Humane Society  

APRIL  YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  
SCHEDULE  
 

Common Ground will meet on 
4/29 (HS/MS) Only 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/advance/b1/
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 Worship Music for Lent and Easter  

 

Palm Sunday, April 1 ð 10:00 AM  

άIƻǎŀƴƴŀ ƛƴ 9ȄŎŜƭǎƛǎ 5Ŝƻέ  /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘǳƎƛŎŀƭ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎ 
άIƻǎŀƴƴŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎέ  /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊ 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 5 ð 7:30  PM  

Three New Compositions by Walter Schurr 
άIŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭŜƴŎŜέ  !ƴŘȅ ²ŀȅƴŜΣ ¢ŜƴƻǊ 

άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ [ƻǾŜ Iŀǎ bƻ aŀƴέ  /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ {ŎƻōŜƭΣ {ƻǇǊŀƴƻ 
ά[ƻƴŜǎƻƳŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅέ  /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊ 

 

Good Friday, April 6 ð 12:00 Noon Ecumenical Service  

ά5ŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ 5ȅƛƴƎέ  /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ /ƘƻƛǊǎ 
ά²ƘŜƴ L {ǳǊǾŜȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ /Ǌƻǎǎέ  /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ /ƘƻƛǊǎ 

 

Good Friday, April 6 ð 7:30 PM  

Rachel Kain, Soprano  
ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ /Ǌȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ .ƛǊŘέ ŀƴŘ άh [ƻǾŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜΣ ²Ƙŀǘ Iŀǎǘ ¢Ƙƻǳ 5ƻƴŜέ 

 

Easter Sunday, April 8 ð 9:30 & 11:00 AM  

Music with Brass Quartet, Chancel Choir, Organ, Piano, and Percussion 
ά!ƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ LƴǘǊƻƛǘέ ς ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ [ƛǾŜǎέ ς ά[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ ς ¢ƘƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǊȅέ 

 

Sunday after Easter, April 15 ð 10:00 AM  

άIŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘέ  .ŜŜǘƘƻǾŜƴΣ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊ 
άIŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘ /ƘƻǊǳǎέ  IŀƴŘŜƭΣ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊ 

 
 

Sunday, May 6 ð 7:30 PM  

Final Concert of the 2011-2012 Music Series 

 

The Rackham Symphonic Choir  

Suzanne Mallare Acton, Artistic & Music Director  

òA Musical Journey from Bach to Broadwayó 

(Seating and Pre -Concert Reception at 6:45)  

 
MUSIC: INDULGE IN IT:  Only live music can capture the intensity of a dramatic pause, a resounding chorus, or a shimmer-
ing hum. It is active rather than passive, connecting you with both the performers and the music, and inviting you to take 
part in its creation.  Indulge in the music the 100-voice Rackham Symphony Choir provides you, and experience the inspi-
ration, healing, joy, and magic that enriches our lives.  EXCELLENCE: DEMAND IT:  Celebrating 62 years of serving Detroit 
and the greater suburban area, the RSC remains committed to the highest standards of musical excellence under the di-
rection of current Artistic Director, Suzanne Mallare Acton.  Her inspired vision brings together unique blends of compos-
ers, instrumentalists, soloists, and choristers from local, national, and international circles, creating unforgettable con-
certs.  REPERTOIRE: EXPERIENCE IT:  The fusion of opera, jazz, classical, and Broadway, appears each season in creative 
blending of style and musical expressions.  Whether classical or contemporary, the RSC repertoire covers a variety of mu-
sical cultures, styles and periods, from the great classical compositions to unique and rarely performed works.  COMMU-
NITY: UNITE IT:  The RSC’s goal is to stimulate the community by promoting musical knowledge, understanding and appre-
ciation through thoughtful, purposeful music to all audiences.  We are proud to have this prestigious organization appear-
ing at Nardin Park and greatly anticipate an evening that you find enriching, engaging, and exhilarating. 

MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS           LIFE OF THE CHURCH          
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Sunday April 1, 2012 
Word for the day: Celebrate 
 

Read Mark 11:8ð10. 

People celebrated Jesusô arrival in Jerusalem. Think of 
something you celebrate in your life today. Thank God for it. 

Monday April 2, 2012 
Word for the day: Love 

Tuesday April 3, 2012 
Word for the day: Food 

Wednesday April 4, 2012 
Word for the day: Prayer 

Thursday April 5, 2012 
Word for the day: Afraid 

Friday April 6, 2012 
Word for the day: Hatred 

Saturday April 7, 2012 
Word for the day: Grief 

Read Mark 14:3ð9. 

A woman gave Jesus a special and beautiful gift. Do something 
nice for someone today. 

Read Mark 14:16ð17. 

Jesus ate a last meal with his friends. Think about special meals 
you eat with your family. What makes them special? 

Read Mark 14:32. 

Jesus prayed during a difficult time. Write a two-sentence prayer 
that you can pray any time. 

Read Mark 14:72. 

Peter was afraid to say that he was Jesusô friend. Think about a 
time when it was hard to stand up for one of your friends. 

Read Mark 15:12ð14. 

The crowds that cheered for Jesus when he arrived in Jerusalem now 
shouted for his death. Where do you see hatred in the world today? Say  
a prayer for people everywhere who are victims of  other peopleôs hatred. 
 

Read Mark 15:46ð47. 

Jesusô friends buried his body in a stone tomb. They were filled with 
grief. Pray for people who are grieving today. 

Holy Week Calendar  

Some readings and reflections which your family might do together 
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April 1 ** 

Palm  
Sunday 

April 8 
Easter 

April 15th  April 22 April 29 

Sanctu-
ary  

Worship 

ñReverseò 
Mark 11: 1-11 

Holy  
Communion 

ñRedeem, Renew, 
Restoreò 

John 20: 1ï 18 

ñStand Up with 
Faithò 

1John 1:1-2:2 

ñStanding on the 
Promisesò 

Luke 24:44-49 

Family  
Sunday 

Childrenôs  
Worship: 

 

 
Palm Sunday  
Mark 11: 1-11 

 

ñJesus Is Aliveò 
John 20: 1-18 

 
ñExperience  
Resurrectionò 
John 20:19-31 

 

ñChrist with Usò 
Luke 24:33-48 

 
Children  

in Sanctuary 
 

K 
*own room 

Mercer Hall 
Childrenôs  

Worship  Center 
Story/Craft* 

Drama / 
Craft* 

K and 1st gr. 

Children  
in Sanctuary 

1st -2nd Mercer Hall CWC 

 
Story/Craft 
Art Room 

 

Drama/Craft 
2nd grade 

Drama Rm. 

Children  
in Sanctuary 

3rdï 4th Mercer Hall CWC 
Bible 134 

CWC 
Drama /Craft 
Drama Rm. 

Children  
in Sanctuary 

5th - 6th  Mercer Hall 
 

CWC 
 

Bible  
Bible Room 

Bible  
CWC 

Children  
in Sanctuary 

 
Rotation workshops explore scripture using a variety of mediums, 

gathering in different rooms for various workshops. 
 

**First Sunday of the month, the Children are invited  and guided  
to the sanctuary to receive Holy Communion. 

 

Second Floor Ministries 

All will gather in the Childrenôs Worship Center for  opening worship, and then go to 
their respective workshops. 

Childrenõs   Ministries  . . . Christ -Centered, People -Focused , Spirit -Led  
 

ñ...Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;  
For it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.ò  Mark 10:14  

 

       First Floor Ministries 

Nursery Room: Nursery Care     Infants ï 18 months 

 Toddler/ 2yr. Old Room:  Theme Based Lessons  19 monthsð2 year olds 
                 April 1 ñPalm Sundayò Palm Prints ;   April 8 -  29 ñHappy Easterò: Easter Tree; Flying Butterfly; Alleluia Painting 

             3 & 4 Yr. Old Room:    Lectionary  Based Lessons 3 and 4 year olds (see below) 

 

Family Worship  
April 29th  

 

5th Sunday: Family worship day.   
 

Children Kð6th grade  
attend worship  

all hour with their families.  
 

See Sermon notes for special emphasis. 

 

Palm Sunday - April 1st  
 

Intergenerational Event  
Exploring together the stories of Holy Week  

9:00ñ9:45 a.m. in Mercer Hall  
 

All ages are invited to explore together  
the stories of Holy Week.  

 

Children, Youth and Adults  
 
 
 

10: 00 Spiritual Formation Time  
Children K ñ6th grade in Mercer Hall  

 

Childrenôs Parade of Palms happens at 10 a.m.  

Holy Communion is offered  

 

Easter Sunday -  April 8th  
 

òJesus is Aliveó  -  John 20: 1 -18 
 
 

9: 15 and 11:00  
Spiritual Formation  

 

Childrenôs Worship Center  
K  -  6th graders 

People -Focused  
Fellowship  

 

Easter Egg -stravaganza  
Pre -schoolers  -  6th graders  

 

Saturday, April 7th  

 

òAnimal  
Crackersó    

V.B.S.  

August 13 - 17, 2012  

 

Providing Foodé 

Caring for Souls 

A Week  

of Children in Mission 

9:30 a.m. -  noon    
(optional extended care  
8:30 a.m. -  12:30 p.m.) 

 

www.nardin@nardinpark.org 
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VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION 2012 
 
Remember that icon of education, the one room schoolhouse?  The one 
with the young teacher at the front innocently teaching the scrubbed, 
smiling faces all sitting in rapt attention?  I think I've found the closest 
thing to that place, and the United Methodist Church built it.  Funny thing 
is, it's not in the United States.  It's in Costa Rica. But more on that in a mo-
ment. 
 

The Costa Rica United Methodist Volunteers In Mission team went to Ton-
jibe, Costa Rica to work on putting a new roof and ceiling on the church in 
Tonjibe, and putting a Pastor's study on the Parsonage.  Its funny, that is 
what we did, but it really only scratches the surface. 
 

When working on the projects, there is something that happens that is like 
collateral damage in war, but the opposite.  For lack of a better term, I'll 
call it collateral benefit.  Its sort of like the children's book "If You Give A 
Mouse a Cookie.”  In that book, the author claims that if you give a mouse 
a cookie, it will want a glass of milk.  And if you give it a glass of milk, it will 
want a straw. And so on…. 
 

In Tonjibe, we painted the outside of the school building.  That building, by the way, has been constructed by the UM VIM 
teams over the years.  It has four class rooms, a student cafeteria, four toilets, and a courtyard.  After the outside of the 
building was painted, well, we had paint left over, so we painted the inside of the cafeteria.  And since we were there, we also 
painted the teacher's restroom.  And since we were there, we fixed the toilet that was running. And we noticed that the sid-
ing needed to be screwed down, so we did that.  Oh, and the lights weren't working well and so we replaced them.  The 
Lunch Lady was there, and she mentioned that the sink base was completely consumed by termites and so we built a new 
one out of termite resistant wood. 
 

While that was going on, the government delivered a big load of meat for the student lunches, but there wasn't really 
enough freezer space for it, so we bought them a new freezer to make sure the students saw the benefit of the improved 
nutrition it offered.  I could go on and on.  Little benefits, to go with the big one.  Each helping in small ways, but together 
that shouted "GOD LOVES YOU SO MUCH AND SO DO WE!" 
 

Each task presented new opportunities and we painted, and fixed, and made, and brightened, and restored, for two glorious 
weeks.  In the end, we got to go down to the school and visit a class and saw the teacher grinning from ear to ear while her 
students recited lessons.  They were proud of their new uniforms, she was delighted with the new, bright, clean space she 
had to teach in and with her students and their progress. Collateral Benefit.  And because she was proud the students tried 
harder and some of them have gone to high school, which had never happened before. Another Collateral Benefit.  And 
since some of the students started going to high school, it became possible for the pastor's son to go to college!  Now I'm not 
saying that UM VIM sent that young man to college, his parenting and own bright determination did that.  But I am saying it 
didn't hurt his odds of making it there.  Collateral Benefit.  His goal is to follow his father's footsteps in the ministry, where 
we hope to see the benefit continue. 
 

While the first team was there, the community celebrated the life of Bob Suda.  Everyone in the community was there to 
give thanks for a man that lead others to their doorstep, that lightened their burden and let them know that there are people 
that *care* about them.  I didn't know Bob, but any man whose life is celebrated in two countries, and who was mourned by 
hundreds must have been doing something right! 
 

A Church, by definition, is a body of believers in Christ.  There is a Church that starts in Tonjibe, but it extends from there to 
Michigan.  Everyone who has been there on Mission is a member of that Church. 
 

Amen                              Submitted by Jeff Lockledge 

COSTA  
RICA  

MISSION MINISTRY NEWS           LIFE OF THE CHURCH          
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES           LIFE OF THE CHURCH          

  
 

 

 

 

Focus: Hope 
 

The next Focus:Hope food delivery to seniors in the Pontiac Area is on April 14th.  Pick up 
time is between 8:00am - 8:30am. 8 drivers are needed. Routes range from 5 stops to 15 
stops, so if you or your group have vehicles large or small and would like to volunteer for  

2 hours on a Saturday morning please contact: 
 

Robert Davis at (248) 320-7147 or sign up after church. 
  

 

FOCUS:HOPE   2012 PICKUP SCHEDULE 
 

APRIL 14       JUNE 16       AUGUST 11       OCTOBER 13       DECEMBER 15 

News from St. Alexander's Food Pantry 
 

According to Gleaners in SE Michigan, a growing group of people here and across the country comprise the "near poor" - 
those people living on the edge of poverty and financial disrepair.  Although safety net programs such as SNAP, WIC, the 
HUD Rental Assistance and the National School Lunch Program exist, nondiscretionary expenses quickly add up when living 
paycheck to paycheck.  A week's worth of food from a pantry can help a struggling family keep up with other living ex-
penses.  The much-needed food assistance can provide additional help so families don't have to choose between eating a 
healthy meal or falling behind on mortgage or utility payments. 
 
During the month of November, we serviced 220 families in addition to preparing and distributing 200 food boxes for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  Here in the St. Alexander’s Food Pantry, there is always an urgency to replenish our food supply, and 
fortunately the awareness of donors increases during the holiday season to match the numbers who seek our assistance at 
that time of year. 
 
Thank you to all of our fellow parishioners who responded to our many requests during this month.  We are equally grateful 
for those donations originating outside the parish.  In particular, we'd like to recognize the parishes of Our Lady of Sorrows, 
St. Colman of Cloyne, St. Gerald SVDP, St. Clare of Assisi, St. Fabian, Faith Covenant Church, Nardin Park United Method-
ist Church, Wellspring Church, North Congregational Church, the Senior Center at the Costick Center, Focus Hope, Value 
Center Market, Farmington Village Co-op, Farmington AAUW, Farmington Democratic Club, Harley Davidson.   
 
In closing, please be mindful of our current needs (coffee 11 oz., laundry detergent 50 oz., toothpaste, dry beans, baked 
beans, cereal, and canned spaghetti sauce).  We also remain in need of cloth recyclable bags which are available at a variety 
of stores.  If you find yourself unable to shop at a grocery store, know that monetary donations are also most welcome.  May 
God continue to bless each and every one of you for your generosity. 
 
Note:  Nardin Park has supported the St. Alexander Food Pantry (Farmington Hills) for several years.  Donations placed in our 
food boxes are regularly delivered to be distributed to those in need.   

 

April HeartWorks:    

Saturday, April 20 join with the youth in very random Acts Of 

Kindness (an A-OK day!).  We will be blessing people -serving 

others with fresh baked cookies, flowers, and other delights 

throughout the Farmington Hills area.  Sign up and get ready 

to be blessed yourself!!! 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES           LIFE OF THE CHURCH          
Imagine having someone 
stop by for lunch.  Could you 
feed them?  Of course you 
could! What if there were 9 
people stopping by?  Whoa!, 
now things get a little sticky. 
Maybe you could, if you'd 
been shopping recently.... 
 
It takes us a couple of days to 
organize a Cafe Nardin, and 
that usually feeds just over 
90.   
 
But what about a BIG number?  Like 900.  900 people just walk-
ing in to say "Hi!” and maybe have some soup and a sand-
wich?  It's a number too big to get your head around and 
yet there is an organization in Detroit that does it every Sun-
day, because that's how many hungry people there are in our 
community. 
 
I know you've already guessed where this is going... on July 
29th of this year, Nardin Park s going to take on Crossroads in 
downtown Detroit and feed a small army of people so the 
Lord's Day isn't their day to go hungry.  You see, in Detroit 
there are food programs every day of the week except, oddly 
enough, Sunday!  So Crossroads was founded to meet the 
needs of the hungry on the one day of week that we should be 
most eager to reach out! 
 
As you can imagine, we are looking for people to help with this 
undertaking.  We need 36  volunteers to pull this off, 18 to cook 
and 18 to serve, to make sure that everything is done on time 
and everyone gets fed.  But the work is easy and imagine the 
joy of looking out across a sea of faces knowing that *you* 
helped serve them all! 
 
Starting in April, we will be signing up individuals, couples, 
families, groups, even groups of families, to volunteer in the 
biggest meal we've ever done.  If you can cook, serve food, dice 
onions, roll silverware, set a table, carry things, talk to a 
stranger, make sandwiches, or just smile, please come by our 
table to get more information! 

Mark your calendars!  The 27th annual Farmington/
Farmington Hills/West Bloomfield CROP Hunger Walk 
will be held on May 6th, 2012 at 1:00 PM.  The walk is 
hosted by First United Methodist Church in Farmington 
and consists of a 2 mile short route or a 10K (6.2 mile) long 
route.  We walk rain or shine, so keep your fingers crossed 
and say a prayer for the sun to shine on us. 
 

The CROP Hunger Walk brings our entire community to-
gether to assist hungry people locally and around the 
world.  We walk because they walk.  The money raised 
from the walk supports Church World Service work around 
the world in emergency response, as well as long-term 
solutions for providing safe water supplies, food security, 
and literacy training.  In addition, 25% of the funds raised 
will go to support local hunger-fighting agencies.  This 
year’s funds will help support the Baldwin Center, 
Neighborhood House, Salvation Army, Servant Church of 
St. Alexander Food Cupboard, and Yad Ezra. 
 

Baldwin Center provides meals, clothing, shelter, day care, 
and youth programs for the poor and homeless in the 
Pontiac area.  Neighborhood House offers a food pantry 
without residency restrictions, provides holiday food bas-
kets, and connects those struggling with social agencies 
that can help them help themselves.  Salvation Army pro-
vides food assistance, spiritual guidance, payment of shut-
off utilities, and after school programs.  St. Alexander 
Food Cupboard is a food pantry for those in need in Oak-
land Country and Yad Ezra (“helping Hands”) provides ko-
sher food to those in need.  
 

You can make a difference!  You can help provide the re-
sources that sustain life and give people hope, both here 
and around the world. Please plan to walk or support a 
walker.  We are looking to raise over $30,000 here in the 
Farmington area.  Last year 194 walkers generated over 
$26,500 to stop world hunger.  Please help make this 27th 
y e a r  w a l k  a  c o n t i n u e d  s u c c e s s !  
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How it works:  Call anyone on this chain between the hours of 9am and 9pm, according to the display above. 
They will forward your prayer request to the pastoral staff and the prayer chain.  You may call the church office 
during business hours and leave your prayer request with a pastor or office staff.  Or, you may send an email to 
Pastor Susan at syoumans@nardinpark.org, or call her cell phone at 248-912-4660. 
To reach Dr. Dale Miller, you may email him at dmiller@nardinpark.org or call him 
through the church office at 248-476-8860.  All prayer requests are confidential to 

the prayer chain and pastoral staff.     
 

     Congregational Care Team Member Serving  
      Week starting: April 1  Cindy Whiting 
   April 8  Tim & Sherri Wright 
   April 15  Amy Langdon 
   April 22  Dave and Carolyn Wojtowicz 
   April 29  Melanie Allbery 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE           LIFE OF THE CHURCH          LIFE OF THE CHURCH             CONGREGATIONAL CARE           LIFE OF THE CHURCH          

9th Annual Spaghetti Dinner –That’s right, for 9 years the Mission Work Area Team has 

hosted a spaghetti dinner to raise funds for a mission cause, and over the years the “secret sauce” recipe 
has been brought to perfection.  Can’t you just taste it now!  Please join us Sunday, April 29th in Mercer 
Hall for the Café Nardin Annual Spaghetti Dinner, serving immediately after service.  So that we know how much spaghetti to prepare, 
please sign up at the Mission Table beginning Sunday, April 8th.   Now here is where you come in!  We would like to offer you a challenge!  
And that is to raise $1000 from this dinner for S.P.L.A.S.H.  --  3ÁÖÉÎÇ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ,ÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÐÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ (ÏÐÅ, a Detroit Annual Conference 
Young People’s Ministry program. 
 The S.P.L.A.S.H. Story: On August 1, 2009 S.P.L.A.S.H. was born. 
After the youth were challenged by the Rev. Jeff Nelson during a workshop to dream God-sized dreams, they began to do just that.  Af-
ter filling two whiteboards with problems the world faced, they narrowed it down and chose to work and help solve the clean water prob-
lem.  It's an extremely large problem and will take a lot of work to solve, but they want to be a part of that solution. 
 They have decided to raise $500,000 for the clean water effort - which could include drilling new wells or fixing old wells. If youth 
groups and churches from across the conference can all come together to focus on this goal, we will have it met in no time! 
 They can use OUR help! The youth of the DAC area have a God Size Dream of eventually raising $500,000.  They have already 
raised over $12,000. )Æ ÅÁÃÈ $ÅÔÒÏÉÔ !ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÇÁÖÅ ΓΧȟΦΦΦ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ΓΫΦΦȟΦΦΦȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ 
youth, get behind them and raise that $1000.  If you are not able to attend the dinner, please prayerfully consider a donation. 

mailto:syoumans@nardinpark.org


 

Page 12 At The Park  April 2012 

 

MISSION MINISTRY NEWS           LIFE OF THE CHURCH          
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50 Years Ago...  

 
Fifty Years Ago at Nardin Park 
April, 1962 
 
 With Easter not arriving until April 22nd in 1962, the 
congregation spent much of the month with Lenten 
activities and special services.  Under the leadership of Mrs. 
Dennis Rippert, the WSCS Community and Family 
Relations group met at 3331 Merrill Ave, 8 p.m., on 
Tuesday.  That Thursday evening, former pastor Dr. Verner 
S. Mumbulo made his first official return visit to Nardin 
Park.  His sermon theme for the Women Society of 
Christian Service and Wesleyan Guide Lenten meeting was 
”What the Master Did.”  On Passion Sunday, April 8, Dr. 
Glenn S. Cunningham, famous American track star and 
Olympic Champion, spoke on “The Race of Life” at the 
evening service. One wonders what he might have said 
abut the theology of “The Amazing Race 20.”  For Palm 
Sunday, the evening program was presented by the 
Sanctuary Choir and Chamber Orchestra directed by Earl K. 
Scott.  During Easter Week, the Nardin Park Players offered 
a production of “Easter in Galilee” in the Ninde Chapel.  The 
week also included a Maundy Thursday service and the 
traditional Noon - 3 p.m. Good Friday Tre Ore Services in 
local theaters.  Easter Sunday brought a sanctuary filled 
with lilies, a Sunrise Service followed by the Du Cum Class 
serving Easter Breakfast and the traditional Sunday 
morning services.  For the last April sermon, Dr. John L. 
Adams addressed the topic “The Danger of Empty 
Living.”  What a glorious month it must have been! 
 

NEWS FROM COMMITTEES                LIFE OF THE CHURCH         

HISTORY & ARCHIVES 

 The Library Committee has been hard at work updat-
ing the Adult Library, located on the north and west walls of 
the Parlor, and making the library more user friendly.  Our 
library is potentially a significant resource for growing faith.  
We have removed many books which were dated, and have 
regrouped books into categories that we hope will make find-
ing books in the library easier.  We have also developed some 
criteria that we will follow as we seek to add to our collection: 
CRITERIA FOR THE INCLUSION/EXCLUSION OF BOOKS IN 
THE NARDIN PARK ADULT LIBRARY 
Inclusion: 
1)  Books by reputable religious authors, both classic and con-
temporary 
2)  Books that fit in one of several categories, including Bibli-
cal Reference, Theological, Devotional, Biographical/
autobiographical of important religious figures, Study books, 
Ethical and contemporary issues with religious implications, 
Missional, Faith Development and Life Phase Concerns (e.g., 
having children, getting married, facing serious illness, death 
and dying, etc.) 
3)  Books representing a broad spectrum of religious/
theological opinion and thought 
4)  Books concerned with ecumenical and interfaith concerns 
5)  Books of Denominational importance (e.g., Book of Disci-
pline, Book of Worship, denominational training materials, 
etc.) 
6)  Archived copies of Nardin Park services/sermons, etc. 
(tapes, DVD’s, CD’s) 
7)  Select novels that have religious significance.  As space 
permits, we will also make best-selling novels and other 
books available for those who might not be able to afford 
them 
8) A small collection of children’s books (other than those in 

the Children’s Library) so that the parlor might be a 
“family” reading room 

 
Exclusion: 
1)  Secular books readily available from public/community 
libraries and book agents 
2)  Books of questionable scholarship even if framed in 
“religious” language 
3)  Hate literature in “religious” guise 
 
 Our vision is that we will have two collections—one is 
our permanent collection from which one may borrow books 
(except major reference works), books to be returned to the 
library, and second a “SHARING LIBRARY” where we can all 
contribute books that we have bought and read but do not 
need to keep in our personal libraries.  These books other 
church members can borrow (and if they wish) keep. 

LIBRARY PROJECT UPDATE  The Library Committee has placed a large wicker bas-
ket in the library where you can place books for consideration 
for either the Permanent Collection or the Sharing Library.  
The Committee will review books before they are placed in 
the library.  Please include your name, if you would like your 
books returned to you should the committee decide that the 
book is inappropriate or is a duplicate of books we already 
have.  Otherwise, submissions without a contributor’s name 
will be given to the next rummage sale (if deemed inappropri-
ate for our collection). 
 If you have any thoughts or suggestions, please share 

them with the committee:  Dorothy Moore, Susan Albee, Sue 

Genschoreck, or Wes Brun.  We invite you to come and see 

the progress in the library, and to make use of this often ne-

glected resource. 
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APRIL 2012 

Please check with your committee chair, the office or the 
door signs for locations of meetings and classes. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1-Apr 2 3 4 5 6 7

Holy Communion  9:30 Women's Book Study / Conference Room 7 Energizers/CR 10:30 Soul Stretch Yoga / Chapel 12p Good Friday Ecumenical Service / Sanctuary 8 Eggstravaganza Set-Up / MH, Kitchen

PALM SUNDAY 5:15p Cherub & Wesley Choirs / Rookus Music Suite 9 Program Staff / CR 7:30p Chancel Choir / RMS 7:30p Good Friday Worship / Sanctuary 8:30 Men's Book Study / Multi-Purpose Room

8:30 Sunday School for All Ages / Mercer Hall 7p Soul Stretch Chair Yoga / Chapel 6:30p Loving Hands Needlework/MPR 7:30p Maundy Thursday Worship / Sanctuary 9:15 Soul Stretch Yoga / Chapel

9 CHF Adult Class / Chapel 7:30p Nardin Ringers / Rookus Music Suite 9:30 Easter Eggstravaganza

10 K- 6th Grade Sunday School / 2nd Floor

10 Nursery & PreSchool Sunday School / First Floor

10 Worship

11 Cafe Nardin / Mercer Hall

11 New Hope Bible Study / Conference Room

11:15 Route 56 / The Avenue

6p 1st Sunday Gathering / Multi-Purpose Room

6:30p 1st Sunday Worship / Chapel

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

EASTER Building Closed 9:30 Women's Book Study / Conference Room 7 Energizers/CR House Work Day 

8 Easter SonRise Service 6:30p Youth Ministry / Park Place 7:30p Nardin Ringers / Rookus Music Suite 6:30p Stephen Ministry Leaders/CR 8:30 Men's Book Study / Conference Room

9:15 Easter Worship 7:30p Church Council / Chapel 7:30p Stephen Ministry Team/MPR 9 SCC/MPR

10 K- 6th Grade Sunday School / 2nd Floor 11 Poole Memorial Service / Chapel

10 Nursery & PreSchool Sunday School / First Floor 12p Poole Memorial Luncheon / Mercer Hall 

10 Youth Sunday School

11 Easter Worship

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9 CHF Adult Class / Chapel Newsletter Deadline 9:30 Women's Book Study / Conference Room 7 Energizers/CR 7:30p Chancel Choir / RMS B-1 24 Hr Fast / Park Place & Mercer Hall 

10 K- 6th Grade Sunday School / 2nd Floor 7p Board of Trustees/CR 5:15p Cherub & Wesley Choirs / Rookus Music Suite 9 Support Staff /CR 8:30 Men's Book Study / Multi-Purpose Room

10 Nursery & PreSchool Sunday School / First Floor 7:30p Missions Ministry Team / Multi-Purpose Room 7p IT Ministry Team / Conference Room 1p Chronic Pain Support Group/MPR

10 Worship 7p Staff Parish Relations Ministry Team/Gathering Place 6:30p Loving Hands Needlework Ministry/MPR

11 Fair Trade Coffee/MH 7:30p Nardin Ringers / Rookus Music Suite

11 New Hope Bible Study / Conference Room

11:15 New GenerationYouth Choir / Rookus Music Suite

2:30p Lay Care Givers/MPR

5p Liturgical Dancers / Sanctuary

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9 CHF Adult Class / Chapel 9:30 Anchor-Torch Circle Rummage Day 9 At the Park mailing/MPR 7 Energizers/CR 9 Rummage Sale 8:30 Men's Book Study / Multi-Purpose Room

10 K- 6th Grade Sunday School / 2nd Floor 7p Evening Star/MPR 9:30 Women's Book Study / Conference Room 9 Rummage Sale 7:30p Chancel Choir / RMS 1p Aldersgate/MPR

10 Nursery & PreSchool Sunday School / First Floor 5:15p Cherub & Wesley Choirs / Rookus Music Suite 7:30p Stephen Ministry/MPR

10 Youth Sunday School 6p RUMMAGE SALE

10 Worship 7:30p Nardin Ringers / Rookus Music Suite

11:15 New GenerationYouth Choir / Rookus Music Suite

5p Liturgical Dancers / Sanctuary

6p DRUMs General Conf Prayer Service / Chapel

7p Filmgoers/MPR

29 30 1-May 2 3 4 5

9 CHF Adult Class / Chapel 9:30 Women's Book Study / Conference Room 7 Energizers/CR 7:30p Chancel Choir / RMS 8:30 Men's Book Study / Multi-Purpose Room

10 Nursery & PreSchool Sunday School / First Floor 5:15p Cherub & Wesley Choirs / Rookus Music Suite 9 Program Staff / CR

10 Family Worship 7:30p Nardin Ringers / Rookus Music Suite 6:30p Loving Hands Needlework/MPR

11:15 New GenerationYouth Choir / Rookus Music Suite

5p Liturgical Dancers / Sanctuary

6p Youth Fellowship Fabulous 5th Sunday 
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CHANCEL FLOWERS ARE GIVEN ON 
APRIL 1 ~  in memory of Ralph Totton, my husband, 
 with love from Margaret, your loving wife 
APRIL 8 ~ in honor of the 65th wedding anniversary  
 of Don and Kay Wilson 
APRIL 15  ~ in memory of Marian Feehan  
 with love from Dan Malanowski 
   ~ in memory of Richard Huntoon 
 With love from your family 
APRIL 29 ~ in memory of Ed and Jean Crowe 
 with love from Barry Crowe and family 
 and Janet Crowe and family 

 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

~ Erin Elizabeth Bejcek,  daughter of Beth 
and Brian Bejcek, born on March 11. 

Proud grandparents are 
Gary and Karen Poole. 

 
THE STEEPLE IS LIT THE WEEK OF  

 

APRIL 1 ~ in honor of our 65th wedding 
anniversary on April 7  

from Don and Kay Wilson 
     APRIL 15 ~ in memory of our son Craig  
                    with love from Barb and Dic Kahl 

 

~~~~~ 
 

OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO 
 

~~ Pat Huntoon on the death of her daughter Elizabeth 
Huntoon, who died on February 15. 

 

~~ the family and friends of Everett Bolen,  
who died on March 8.   

Memorial Services were held on March 11 at Nardin Park. 
 

  

Jean Becker 
Carrol Belott 
Bob Brosch  

Mary Brosch 
Doris Fitchett 

Ruth Ford 
Bill Frayer 

Doris Glencer 
Ruth Heaslip 

 

Lista Hitchens 
Lillian Kiss 

Dorothy Kraft 
Doris McCubbin 

 

Paul Notestine 
Mary Raymo 
Lucile Rogers 
John Wilcox 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Janet Freude   4/1 
Kay Marie Hill   4/1 
Rene Yaroch   4/1 
Florence Lotts   4/2 
Kit Raymo   4/2 
Jean Becker   4/3 
Robbie Hayes   4/3 
Emma Latimer  4/4 
Patrick Paquette  4/4 
Bob Smith   4/4 
Merry Hulslander  4/5 
Kristen Timpner  4/5 
Mark Martinez  4/6 
Evelyn Bertram  4/8 
Sam Paciero   4/8 
Charles Petoskey  4/8 
Annika Taylor   4/9 
Debbi Lockledge  4/10 
Douglas Walters  4/10 
Terry West   4/10 

Brendan Wesaw  4/11 
Donald Saldano  4/12 
Matthew Weber  4/12 
Dale Bjorklund  4/13 
Cameron Ellis   4/13 
Madison Lane   4/13 
Richard Lefstad  4/13 
Veronica McAuliffe  4/13 
Faith Fitzpatrick  4/14 
Lorene Juhnke  4/14 
Noah Brackenbury  4/15 
Mill Docking   4/15 
Melinda Polk   4/15 
Abagail Ray   4/15 
Graham Teal   4/15 
Sue Whitston   4/15 
Sherry Wright   4/15 
Scott Dixon   4/16 
Doug Barrick   4/17 
Richard Hayford  4/17 
Eva Ashton   4/18 
Kyle Kahsin   4/18 
Janet Lefstad   4/19 

Melissa Riley   4/19 
Kevin Modreski  4/20 
Lizzie Petoskey  4/20 
Anne-marie Rousseau 4/20 
Carolyn Weber  4/20 
Missy Maxwell  4/21 
Barb Williams   4/21 
Callum Ellis   4/24 
Carl Holdampf  4/24 
Curtis Tingle   4/24 
Sarah Winterbottom  4/24 
Linda Paciero   4/25 
Stephen Ziemba  4/25 
Sue Genschoreck  4/26 
Cathey Studnicki  4/26 
Hal Hood   4/27 
Wesley Schwartz  4/27 
Eva Dawn Aruffo  4/28 
Christopher Baker  4/28 
Sarah Kellogg   4/28 
Jake Lockledge  4/28 
Ken Hixson   4/29 
Jacqui Laskowsky  4/29 

 
Al Wujcik   4/29 
Elizabeth Morrison  4/30 
Keith Weekley   4/30 

95L¢hwΩ{ bh¢9      
The information we have in this 
feature comes from the church 

database.  
Please  check with the office to 
see if your profile is complete.  

 

Don & Kay Wilson 4/7 
John & Margaret  
      Yagerlaner  4/11 
John & Betty Barclay  4/25 
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