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Happy New Year!   Advent is here!   
Yes, according to the Christian calendar, today is the first Sunday of the New Year. The word 
"Advent" derived from the Latin word adventus   means "coming.” The season proclaims the 
coming of the Christ - whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again.  Jesus - "Immanuel - God 
with Us". 
 

I invite you to join me in prayer: 
We give thanks , O God of sacred stories, for the witness of holy scripture.  Through it you 
nurture our imaginations, touch our feelings, increase our awareness, and challenge our 
assumptions.  Bless we pray, our hearing of your word, this day.  Speak to each of us; speak to 
all of us; and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we may be hearers and doers of your word. 
Amen 
 

I'm going to begin by sharing two stories....one called  The Holy Family. The second, entitled  
Advent 1 -The Prophets.  Please find the colored insert and place it where you can see it during 
the storytelling time. These two stories are what the children are hearing in their classes this 
morning. After  the stories , I will share some background and related future visioning as they 
relate to "Expect a Miracle". 
 

It was October 20, 2012, at the invitation of my son Mark, that I found myself in a Cokesbury 
Bookstore in Tulsa, Oklahoma. There I found this book, TEACHING GODLY PLAY: HOW TO 
MENTOR THE SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN. 
 
I  pulled it out of the  rack and read this in the first paragraph on the back..... 
"Teaching Godly Play: a vision-and-practice statement  by Jerome Berryman to religious 
education of children using the Montessori method.   
 
"This is it," I said.  This is the book. 
Being a book-a-holic...I'm sure I purchased  other books,  but this is the one that went in my 
 backpack for the flight home.  Whether I completed reading it before we landed in Detroit,  
I do not remember, but I am sure that within the week , I had covered it thoroughly. 

 
 





Flashback...fall of 1987...our daughter Beth enters an experimental Montessori for Toddlers  
program in Monroe, Michigan.  Over time, I remember saying to myself  "how exciting it would 
be to use the Montessori style of  learning in Christian Education in the local church." A dream, 
a vision, a hope..." 
 

Fast forward... 
26yrs. later....fall of 2013...we began "Godly Play" here at Nardin Park. The Birthing of a 
Miracle ?....in a sense that is really is  how it has felt. 
 

At a staff meeting a few weeks ago Pastor Melanie asked if someone would be available to  
bring the  message  for  today.  She said she would be here, but she knew she needed to take  
 time for renewal, following the multiple tasks and events of  this past summer and early fall.    
Quietly I raised my hand.   
 

One  good thing...the title of the sermon was known......."Expect a Miracle.”  I  just need to 
figure out how to define the word Miracle. 
 

"Expect a Miracle " It is first of a series of five sermons based on our Advent Theme: A  
DIFFERENT KIND OF CHRISTMAS.  During this time we are exploring: Living and Giving like 
Jesus and about how we can celebrate Jesus' birthday and focus our resources on helping to 
bring hope, love and joy to others. 
 

Our studies on these materials, began on Tuesdays during Night @ the Park a few weeks ago.   
I  am directly involved in leading two of the study times: one with children : 5yrs - 5th graders 
and one of the adult  classes.  
 

 The picture on the front of today's bulletin  was inspired from the 1st week study with the  
children.  The wrapped  table is located on the stage in Mercer Hall.  I  hope you will watch it 
through these weeks of Advent and  into Christmas Eve, as an unwrapping will happen week 
after week.  The children choose their selected  pieces of art to wrap.  They will be watching...I 
guarantee! 
 

In the adult study Slaughter writes: "God plants seeds of miracles in the hearts of available  
people who are willing to act on God's visions." I'm not sure the woman and young man that 
connected over a Thanksgiving Dinner invitation, envisioned themselves being on National 
TV...and for that experience to extend a connection in times following...but I would say "they 
were / are a part of a miracle". 
 
Back on the home front....we named and celebrated several "miracles" here at Nardin this past  
year....strongly enabled by people responding to God's  call on their hearts at our Charge  
Conference just a week and a half ago: 



Some named were... 
- the engineering and  installation of a new Boiler 
- fantastic music  in worship and through the music series 
- over $12,000 for Tiny Houses  
- Pastor Beth and her daughter being  strongly supported in their  missional journey to Haiti  
working with and among both the homeless and also teaching a class to theological  
students  there. 
 

How special was the Gratitude Bruch of last Sunday! 
 
What a special intergenerational event it became.  Children ran up the steps to the stage...put  
together a "Blessing Bag" and ran down the other side to distribute them among us...240 made  
in all...and table conversations that followed.   

The questions  come... 
 Do you think God could actually work a miracle through your life? 
 What ideas do you have that could be seeds for a mission miracle? 
 

In Acts 1:8 and following Jesus  is recorded to have said, "...you will receive power when the  
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,  
and to the ends of the earth." 
 

Slaughter suggests that the kind of power that Jesus is talking about is not the power of  
position, wealth or prestige.   The power of Immanuel is the power to create change in the 
world through God's action in your life.  

As you work with these questions...as they become clearer to you...it's important to share  
them with others.   

It just may be what someone else is looking for, or it may help them to develop more clearly the  
call of Immanuel upon their heart. 
 
Hmmm....now the hardest part....sharing with you a mission  I currently feel called to...the 
visioning, supporting, and guiding  the creation of Godly Play classrooms for  children  in 
the Detroit Renaissance District  either currently or not yet connected to a UMC.  Not only but  
at least....beginning with Brightmoor UMC.  They have a young lady who is ready to teach,  and 
at her cry of  "I can't do this by myself"  others  are agreeing to join her on the journey. 
 

$1,000 of seed money has been received from the District.  Last week the Trustees here at   
Nardin  approved a gift request from our Mission Committee of $1,288 from Mission  



endowment monies for the developing Godly Play room at Brightmoor. I went to Brightmoor in 
September to look at the space they were hoping to convert.  It has great potential.  We  
relocated useful furniture, removed other unneeded chairs and tables,  rearranged some 
shelving units, sorted through books, and began to imagine the purchase of a carpet for the 
floor .  I will continue to work with Vicki and other leaders as they prepare to begin Godly Play at 
Brightmoor. 
 
In your bulletin  this morning on the back side of the colored pictures is a list of some  
materials that could support the establishment of a Godly Play classroom. I wonder, are there 
items there that could become a Christmas gift to the children of the Brightmoor area or 
beyond, through you? 
 
A closing note -  
Children  love to hear and tell stories .  Stories are where all of us, children, youth and adults  
together find our identity.  In stories we challenge the messages of  the powers-that -be - -- 
greed, poverty, powerlessness ----that rob us of relationships and meaning. 
In research done in Houston  one common factor found in at-risk youth was that they  
had no stories.  Sharing stories and fully entering into them is  how we mature.   
To carry stories within  us is to become wisdom-bearers, God-bearers, like Mary herself. 

Every spirit-filled Christian has the potential for a God movement within him or her.  The 
miracle is conceived and delivered through ordinary people who are willing to dream 
God's dreams and then to act on God's vision.   
 Are you ready for  God to birth a Christmas miracle through you? 
 What ideas do you have that could be seeds for a mission  miracle? 
 What group are you connected to or who are other people that could help make it  
 happen? 

I  invite you to join me in prayer... 
Winter God, in the darkest time of year  
you  brought starlight, angel song, and baby cries. 
Stay with me as I journey to new birth. 
In the silence and stillness 
fashion  my prayer into a choral of praise 
and focus my life so that I may act as a herald of Christ, the 
child of peace and the prophet of justice.  Amen (from Openings by Larry Peacock) 

 

 

 


