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Hitting the Ground Running , Vital Church Initiative  
and Night @ The Park! 
 

 As I write this column (on August 15th- Newsletter deadline day)  I am celebrating  46 days as your 
new lead pastor!  I want you to know that it has been a wonderful 46  days of a new start! 

  There has been a lot going on as I have hit the ground running.  Besides Sunday 
worship, by the time you read this we will have had 9 meet and greets!  By the end of    
September we will have had the chance to meet over 200 people!    If you have not had the 
chance to attend one of these events and would like to, or would like to host one, please 
contact Carolyn Bough, our Staff Parish Chairperson  or call the church office and we will 
put you in touch with her. 

 In addition to the meet and greets, our staff has begun meeting weekly on Tues-
day mornings from 10 a.m. to noon.  In our meetings we are spending time getting                         
to know one another, building our staff team and helping facilitate the ministry that God 
has called all of us (staff and congregation) to do. 

 When I met with Staff Parish back in January for my introduction as your new 
lead pastor one of the things they shared with me is that, on behalf of the congregation, they very much 
wanted the new lead pastor to help lead and implement a new vision for the church.  They wanted this new 
vision to be about ways to revitalize the congregation and help implement a strategy for growth and vitality.  I 
took that request very seriously and therefore, when I heard about a new visioning process being launched by 
the Michigan Area United Methodist Church Leadership for large membership congregations, I brought that 
opportunity to our church leadership.  After discernment and consideration,  I am pleased to tell you that on 
August 7th the church council voted unanimously  to participate in Phase One of the  Vital Church Initiative, 
otherwise known as VCI. 

During this first phase of a 4-5 year process,  10 of our church members, plus me and Rev. Beth Titus 
will attend monthly classes on church vitality and visioning  along with 5 other congregations from Michigan.  
Another  10 of our members  plus Rev. Poole and Rev. Dawes will also meet monthly together with me to help 
all of us discuss what we are learning in the classes. The VCI process is a 4-5 year process to help us develop 
and implement a new vision and revitalize and grow our church.  I am excited to be working on this process 
with you and you will be hearing more about it from me and others in the months to come. 

 I am also excited to tell you about a new ministry opportunity , Night @ the Park, (see pg.9 for more 
details) which will be launching on Tuesday nights, starting on September 20th.  Night @ the Park will be a 
night for all ages 0-110!  It will include a catered dinner, provided by our own church member Lisa Merritt, 
from 5:30- 6:45 p.m. in Mercer Hall.  Drop in for dinner ANYTIME between 5:30 and 6:45 and we will feed 
you.   Classes, childcare, music    rehearsals, and activities for all ages.  I will lead a five week adult study class 
on Half Truths: God helps those who help themselves and Other things the Bible doesn’t say for the first five 
weeks and then Rev.  Gary Dawes will lead a four week Advent Study: A Different kind of Christmas.  Details 
are in this newsletter.  We hope you will make Night @ the Park a part of your week and we hope you will in-
vite your friends and family to come too! 

 Melanie 

Rally  
Day! 

September 11, 

2016 
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  4 Hannah Allbery, Ethan Kain, Michael Riffe, and Nicholas Riffe 
11  Scott Latham, Emma Latimer, Zach Latimer, and Nathan Perinpanayagam 
18  Austin Kain, Ethan Kain, Avishay Mamidi, and Jacob Spala 
25  Emily Scobel, Arhianna Stoks, Abby Suter, and Ryan Swarthout 

Office Hours are 8:30 to 4:30pm 
Monday—Friday 

DEADLINES: 
Weekly Bulletin Announcements - Due Wednesdays @ Noon 
October Newsletter Input - Due Monday, September 11, 2016 

Church Season: Ordinary Time, Advent and Christmas 
 
Sundays  September 11th- October 9th 
Theme:  Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves 
and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say. 
Pastor Melanie will preach a 5-week Sermon Series on Spiritual 
Platitudes that we often say or hear and the messages they     
convey.  We will explore both the harmful messages they convey 
as well as explore the positive truths we might claim.   
 
Sunday September 11th—RALLY DAY! 
Half Truth: Everything Happens for a Reason 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:19-20a 
 
Sunday September 18—Acolyte Dedication 
Half Truth: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves 
Scripture: Psalm 10:14b, 17-18a, Psalm 18: 6, 16 and Psalm 
121:1-2 
 
Sunday September 25—Bible Sunday 
Half Truth: God Won’t Give you More than You can Handle 
Scripture: Psalm 46:1-2 and I Corinthians 10:13 
 
Sunday October 2  World Wide Communion Sunday 
Half Truth: God said it, I believe it, that Settles it. 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 23:12-14, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 
Sunday October 9th 
Half Truth: Love the Sinner, Hate the sin. 
Scripture:  Matthew 7:1-5 
 
Sunday October 16th—Youth Sunday.  Pastor Beth and the 
Youth of Nardin Park will lead the worship service! 
 
Sunday October 23rd—Rev. Gary Dawes Preaching 
Sunday October 30th—Family Sunday  Rev. Karen Poole and 

Rev. Melanie Carey will lead the worship service with Rev. Carey 
preaching 
 
Sundays Nov. 6th-November 20th   
Theme will be Gratitude and Pastor Melanie will preach about 
the Attitude of Gratitude in conjunction with our annual pledge 
drive. 
 
Sunday Nov 6- Theme:  Gratitude—Stewardship , Communion 
 
Sunday Nov. 13  Gratitude- Stewardship 
 
Sunday No. 20th—Gratitude- Thanksgiving and Stewardship 
Sunday 
Advent Sundays November 27th- December 18th theme will be: A 
different kind of Christmas.  Rev. Dr. Wes Brun and Rev. Carey 
will preach. 
Sunday Nov 27th—1st Sunday in Advent Rev. Wes Brun Preach-
ing 
Sunday December 4th—Communion Second  Sunday in Advent 
Pastor Melanie preaching 
 
Sunday December  11th Third Sunday in Advent—Christmas 
Music Sunday –Pastor Melanie will preach and that afternoon, 
join us for The Music of the Season presented by our Choirs and 
Music Director, Melvin Rookus. 
 
Sunday December 18th—Fourth  Sunday in Advent 
Pastor Melanie Preaching 
 
Christmas Eve December 24th—Join us at 4 p.m. 6 p.m., 8 p.m. 
and 11 p.m. 
 
Sunday December 25th—Pastor Melanie Preaching 
 

WORSHIP WITH US SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE—SEPTEMBER 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 

 

NOTE:  Church Office will be closed on Friday, September 2 and on Monday, September 5.   If you have a 
pastoral emergency, you may call 313-681-4871 
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 MISSIONS / LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

THANK YOU 

Hello, Nardin Park! 
     As Susan and I approached retirement we couldn’t imagine how we would be able to close a chapter of our lives 
that had absorbed so many years, a chapter to which we had been so totally devoted.   Well, dear friends, your send-off 
helped us in so many ways.  Thank you. 
     For ten years our love and thankfulness for you grew daily.  During the retirement celebration we felt your love and 
gratitude deeply.  We are very appreciative of Carolyn Bough and all of the wonderful crew that made the celebration 
so successful.  We have enjoyed pouring through the personal note cards to us.  We have been humbled by your words 
of gratitude.  Many of you wrote about experiences that we had shared together, and how much those moments meant 
to you.  It is such moments as those where relationships are grown and valued.  We thank you for allowing us to be 
your pastoral family. 
     Thank you also for your generous “love” gift.  We have applied that money toward making our new condo a com-
fortable and inviting home where friends are always welcomed.  Our new address is 129 Chauncey Ct., Marshall, MI, 
49068.  We are still in the process of discovering what our new rhythm of life will be, but we know the divine conduc-
tor is not done with us yet.  We also carry a rich love melody, sung by the people of Nardin Park, in our hearts always.  
Thank you. 

- Dale and Susan Miller…(and Dad!) 

N.O.A.H. -  In case you are unaware, the ladies of the 
church are helping disadvantaged women by providing 
personal supplies.  NOAH is collecting women’s supplies 
(especially hotel samples) now through September to take 
down to Central UMC.  All the ladies groups at the church 
contribute money each month to be used to purchase 
women’s personal supplies down at Cass Community So-
cial Services.  Any individual may also donate, just mark 
your donation “Cass Women” and it will be added to the 
funds for supplies.  Thank you to all of those who contrib-
ute to these ministries. 

 
HANDS FOR DETROIT -  October 1st 2016 – SAVE the 
DATE!  This year the Hands for Detroit event will be held at 
Brightmoor Project.  Brightmoor is a ministry we have sup-
ported often over the years and this time it is an opportu-
nity to put our hands to work. 
 

Registration is at Brightmoor Aldersgate UMC  
 12065 Outer Drive, Detroit 48223. 

Opening Ceremony – 9 am 
 

Work begins after the opening and will consist of neighbor-
hood clean-up as well as working at two neighborhood 
schools, Gompers Elementary and Murphy Middle Schools. 
 
This is an outstanding opportunity to give of your time and 
talents as an individual or a family to help improve a 
neighborhood.  If there is enough interest we will schedule 
the church bus for transportation.  If you are interested or 
want more information please contact; Rev. Gary Dawes 
248 476-8860 at church or 248 893-7512 at home. 
 

FOCUS HOPE – Bob Davis 
The Missions Committee would like to thank Robert Davis 
and Susan Albee, Ray Rousseau, Mary Sue Lutz and Frank, 
Jack & Lois Mumford, and Jamie & Kalyd Manville for their 
help on the August 13th Focus Hope Food deliveries.  
 
The Next Focus Hope food delivery is on October 15th, and 
5 Drivers are needed to help deliver food to seniors in the 
Pontiac area, so if you or your group have a vehicles large 
or small and have 2 hours on a Saturday morning please 
contact Robert Davis at 248-320-7147. 

 

~~~~~~~~~ 

KITCHEN —Anyone who has left dishes, pans, bowls, etc. 
in the church kitchen needs to collect them off the shelf be 
the middle rolling window or they will be donated to the 
Fall Rummage Sale. 
 
BEREAVEMENT -I, again, want to thank all of you who 
answer my email “call” to donate a cake, set up, serve or 
clean up when the church provides a funeral/memorial 
luncheon.  It is so helpful to those mourning the loss of a 
loved one to know that the church is here to make that 
portion of mourning and celebration of life as seamless as 
possible.  A big thank you also to Marilynn Woelke who 
keeps our Memorial Book (in the vestibule by the portico) 
up to date and has done so for many years.  - Judy Blaney 
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 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
  Visit us at  

www.nardinpark.org 
Rev. Karen Poole 

Pastor of Children’s Ministries 

kpoole@nardinpark.org 

 

Spiritual Guidance returns 
to all age-level classrooms 

10:00 a.m. 
Go directly to the age appropriate  

“Godly Play” room for your child/ren 

Nursery - 18 months - First Floor 
 

Toddler/Two - First Floor 
 
 
 

“Godly Play”  
First Floor : 

3 - 5 (not K) Year Olds 
 

Second Floor : 
K/5 or 6 - 1st Graders  

2nd - 3rd  Graders 

4th - 6th Graders 

 

following Worship and “Godly Play” 

Sunday, September 11  
 

 
 

… fun, food and fellowship on the front lawn 
 

Bounce House, Obstacle Course, Photo Booth, 
Flush Tank, Face Painting 

Cotton Candy, Pop Corn, Hog Dogs, etc. 
 

Invite your neighbors and friends 

September 25  10:00 a.m. 

2 Years 

3 - 4 Years 3rd Grade + 

      
 
 
 

 

Four Bibles - age appropriate for  2 year olds 

through 6th graders.  Children gather in their “Godly Play” 
rooms.  Teachers then bring them (3 years  and older) 
into worship at the beginning of the hour.   
     Bibles are presented by age levels.  Third graders and 
older will have some unwrapping to do!  The children  
then return to their classrooms.   

Two Year Olds receive Bibles in their room. 

 

 

Kids   0 - 4 year olds 

Snack ‘n Fun  4:30 - 5:30 p.m. - Toddler Room 

Dinner 5:30 - 6:45  p. m. - with family  

Childcare - 5:45 - 7:15 p.m. - Toddler Room 

7 - 8:30 p.m. - to be determined / as requested 
 

Kids   5 year olds  - 5th Graders 
Snack ‘n Fun  4:30 - 4:50 p. m. - Game Room 

S&G  5yr. - 2nd gr.  
4:55 - 5:30 p.m.  G.R.  or   6 - 6:40 p.m. GPR 

 

Bible 135 - 3rd - 5th Graders - Bible 135  Room 

4:55 - 5:35 p.m.  or    6 – 6:40 p.m.  
Dinner     5:35 - 6:45  p. m. - with family  

Choirs    6:05 - 6:40  p. m. Music Rooms 

Cherub : K - 2nd Graders    Wesley : 3rd - 8th Graders 
6:45 - 7:00 p.m.    - Youth Handbells   

 

Adult Study classes 6 - 6:40  or 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesdays - begins  September 20  

Rally  Day! 
Sunday, September 11 

5 years - 
2nd grade 

Sunday, September 18 
Acolyte Dedication  
4th graders and older. 

Questions: contact Andy Wayne 
acwayne@hotmail.com 

“Night @ the Park”  
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 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

 

                          

Worship - Sundays    
 

(See Worship page for details) 

10:00 a. m. - Sanctuary 
 

Children in  Worship -All ages are welcomed 
Children’s bulletin are available  along with pencils, crayons, etc. 

 

On the 5th Sunday children 1st grade and older attend 
worship with their families for the total worship hour. 

 

Dates left in  2016 - October 30 
 

First Floor “Godly Play” continues on Family Worship days 
 

Christmas Eve .– December 24th  
4  o’clock Service ...special Children emphasis 

 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Children, 3 years and older,  not already in worship, are 
guided  to the sanctuary to receive Holy Communion. 

They then return to their respective areas. 
 

Communion is celebrated  
the first Sunday of each month. 

 

On , Worldwide Communion Sunday, October  2nd  
 Children will receive Communion in the Chapel 

and return to their rooms 

   Acolytes...carry the Processional 

Cross, Bible, and Candlelighters  to light 
and extinguish the altar candles.         

( 4th Graders – Senior High Youth)  
They are  trained and guided by Andy Wayne  

for this ministry.  

 

Fe
llo

w
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ip
  

 

Rally Day - see previous pg. 

Sunday, September 11 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, October 23 
5:30 p. m. - inside games 
6:00 - Trunk or Treating 

 in church parking lot 
 

Advent Festival  

Sunday, November 20 
Following worship 

Advent Wreath making,  
cookie decorating, paper chain making, 

crafts for all ages, food and fellowship. 

     Check the Mission Page for many opportunities 
to go, do and be in mission throughout the year  

with your children. 
S.O.S. - July Crop Walk  - May 

Hands 4 Detroit - Oct. 1 

Dance Choir - participates in worship  

on selected Sundays between September and June. 
Rehearsals are Sundays 5 - 6 p.m..   (5th grade and older) 

Contact Rev. Beth Titus for details   
btitus@nardinpark.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus said  ...“Let the children come to me;  
do not stop them; for it is to such as these  

that the kingdom of God belongs.”     Mark 10:14 

 

Spiritual Guidance 
 

“Godly Play” - Sundays at 10 a.m.  
 

“Night @ the Park” - Tuesdays 
S & G : K - 2nd graders 

Bible 135 - 3rd - 5th graders 
 

http://www.nardinpark.org/education/sunday- 
school/ 

Click above to see specific  information  
on “Godly Play” at Nardin Park 

 

 

RE:Generation  See Fellowship Group Page 

 
 

Fun / Fellowship 
Group for families 

with infants,  
toddlers, and  

their older siblings.  
 
 

 

“Meet and Greet “  with Rev. Melanie 
 

 

http://www.nardinpark.org/education/sunday-%20school/
http://www.nardinpark.org/education/sunday-%20school/
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YOUTH MINISTRY YOUTH MINISTRY 

Confirmation is de-
signed for youth in 
grades 7 –10 who 
have not been con-
firmed, to learn 
about what it means 

to be a Christian, a United Methodist, 
and a member of Nardin Park.  Watch for 
the schedule and details to be out soon! 
If you are interested in being part of the 
Confirmation class this year, please let 
Rev. Beth know 

Dance Choir 
Dance choir meets on Sunday evenings 5-6pm.  We 
will learn liturgical dances to share on various occa-
sions in worship.  This  
group is open to all youth  
5th grade thru high school. 

Coming This Fall…. 

September 
11– Rally Day - This will be a great day to be at church.. Fun, food, and fellowship on 

the front lawn.  Bounce House, Photo Booth, Flush tank, and much more. Come and bring a 
friend. 

20 -  Night @ The Park  - First night    

 

October                                 
9 - Youth Family Night to the Orchard 6:00pm 
      We will all go together to a local orchard for cider, donuts and fun! 

16 -  Youth Sunday  The youth will be participating in worship in many different ways.  

We will work on this when we are together in our groups.  The Dance Choir will be dancing. 

 23 - Trunk or Treat - We hope everyone will participate and welcome our neighbors to 

our Annual Trunk or Treat, with prizes, and refreshments. 

 

November 
20 - All Youth Thanksgiving Dinner   
All youth are invited to our Thanksgiving dinner and  
Park Place decorating party.   

December 
18 - Christmas Party!  
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                                      MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Nardin Park Music Opportunities for 2016-2017 
Open to all who desire to join our choirs 

 

(Further information by calling the Music Dept: 248-476-8860) 

mrookus@nardinpark.org 

Chancel Choir 
(High School through Adult) 

Thursday Rehearsals:  7:30 – 8:45 
FIRST REHEARSAL:  Thursday, 8 

Sings most Sundays – September through June 
 

Liturgical Dancers 

(Middle School through High School) 
Sunday Rehearsals:  5:00 – 6:00 

FIRST REHEARSAL:  September 18 
Beth Titus, Director 

(Contact by calling the Church) 
btitus@nardinpark.org 

Dancers scheduled 4-5 times each year. 
 

Tuesday Choir Program 
(Cherub Choir:  Grades K – 2)  Diane Brady, Director 

(Wesley Singers:  Grades 3 through 8)  Melvin Rookus, Di-
rector 

Both choirs rehearse from 6:05 – 6:40 
FIRST REHEARSAL:  Tuesday, September 20 

Contact us at the above phone or email listed above. 
Both choirs sing on the same Sundays, 6-7 times each 

year. 
 

Music & Fine Arts Committee 
Oversees various aspects of the Music Department 

Meets twice each year, or as needed. 
Presents 14-16 Concerts:  September through August 

No musical skills required, just a love of music! 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Ready, Set, Worship! 
Sundays in Park Place 9:30am 

A faith formation opportunity designed for 7th and 8th 
graders, high school students are also welcome. There is 
a light breakfast and short Bible Study before worship 
each Sunday and a very short, “what did you think?” fol-
lowing worship. 

Common Ground 
          Sundays  6:00 – 8:00pm 
Join us on for food, games, and conversation.  This is a re-
laxed time to enjoy each other’s company, build relation-
ships, explore our faith and have fun!  High School Youth 
Group with occasional all youth activities. 

Night @ The Park Opportunities for Youth 

FUSION  Bringing life and faith together    4:30-5:30pm 

Fusion is designed for 6th –8th grade youth and will include Games, Fellowship and Bible Study.  High school youth want-
ing to be part of Bible Study are welcome to join us.  
Dinner  - All-Church Dinner 5:30-6:00pm.  Let’s plan on having a “youth table”. 
Choirs - 6:00-6:40pm 
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
    

SOUL STRETCH YOGA 
Remain in the Tent 
September 6 – October 18 

Tuesdays  @7pm 

Exodus 33:11 says, “The LORD would 
speak to Moses face to face, as a man 

speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, 
but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent”. 
 
After a whirlwind of a summer, this season I am feeling 
a pull to be more like Joshua. To care less about what's go-
ing on "back at camp" and spend more time basking in the 
presence of the God who asks me to be still and know Him. 
Perhaps you are feeling this pull too? 
 
Your Soul Stretch Yoga instructors are ready to help 
you prepare the tent of your heart with encouraging scrip-
ture, spirit-breath exercises, and postures of intentional 
decluttering that naturally lead into praise and 
prayer.  And this series we will try out a little some-
thing new: bring a note card or journal with a verse or 
experience you are internalizing and even a pen to jot 
down whisperings from the Holy Spirit during your 
practice. This is holy time and we should do whatever it 
takes to preserve it. 
 
So join us! Set an intention now to regularly "leave the 
camp" in order to spend meaningful time in God's pres-
ence. 

 $60 early bird enrollment provides unlimited Christ-
inspired yoga and meditation during each 6-week series 
at all of our locations. 

 Come to as many classes on our roster as often as you 
can all series long. 

  Traveling? $48 for a 4-class punch card with no expira-
tion date –OR $14 single walk-in. 
 

Families receive $5/pp discounts & new students receive 
pro-rated rate. 
 

 

Night @ The Park 
Adult Study Classes 

 
 

A Catered Dinner will be served in Mercer Hall  
between 5:30 and 6:45 p.m.  Join us before class 
for dinner, or if your schedule does not permit, 
join us when the class starts at 7 p.m. 
 
 

Session One 
Half Truths: God Helps those who Help Themselves and 
other things the Bible Doesn’t Say.  A Five Week study    
series .  Led by Pastor Melanie in conjunction with Septem-
ber and October Sermon Series. 
 

Tuesday nights-7:00-8:30 p.m. at the Church 
Five Weeks:  September 20, 27, October 4, 18 and 25th 
Cost of participant Book $13.50 
 
Session Two 
A Different Kind of Christmas:  Based on the popular 
Christmas is Not Your Birthday, this study will empower 
you and your family and church to reclaim the broader 
meaning of Jesus’ birth and experience a Christmas season 
with more peace and joy than any toy or gadget could ever 
bring.  Led by Rev. Gary Dawes 
 

Tuesday Nights:  7-8:30 p.m. at the Church 
Four Weeks:  November 1, 15, 29 and December 6 
Cost of Participant Book: $9.00 
 
Session Three 
Fear of the Other—Adult study coming in January 2016.  
Led by Rev. Dr. Wes Brun 

 
 

 

We are pleased to welcome Bishop David Bard as the new 
Episcopal Leader for the Michigan Area.  He will begin serv-
ing the Michigan Area on September 1, 2016. Please help us 
welcome Bishop Bard, his wife Julie and their family by at-
tending a welcome event at: 

 
 
 

Waterford Central United Methodist Church 
Saturday, September 24, 2016  10:30 AM 
3882 Highland Road, Waterford MI 48328 

248.681-0040 
 

For those who wish to Carpool from the church, call the 
office by September 20th. 

MEET OUR NEW BISHOP - September 24 
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FALL RUMMAGE SALE will be held Tuesday evening, October 11 (pre-sale: 6-9pm -20%              
surcharge), Wednesday, October 12  (9am to 5pm), and October 13 (9am to 3pm – Bag Sale).  You 
may begin dropping off items after August 28 on the stage.   
  

Any jewelry donations for the rummage sale can be brought to the church office.  
  
Please hold off on dropping off large items until October 1st.  We will not accept TVs that are not 
cable-ready, or older computer equipment. 

  

We need volunteers to help set-up after Worship on   Sunday, October 9 and to clean-up on Thursday after 3pm. 
  

For questions, or to arrange a pick-up, please contact Tina Jensen 248-478-7017. 

RUMMAGE NEWS 

STEPHEN MINISTRY TO BEGIN A NEW TRAINING CLASS 

There is an increased request, from both church members 
and friends outside of the church, for Stephen Ministers to 
walk with persons through some difficult times in their 
lives.  Consequently, we are currently stretched to our 
limit.  We, therefore, are planning to begin a new training 
class for persons who might be interested in becoming a 
Stephen Minister.  If you are looking for a meaningful way 
to be in service to your fellow church members, and have 
given some thought to becoming a Stephen Minister, we 
invite you to apply to join this training class. 

The process involves filling out an application form, en-
gaging in an interview with members of the Leadership 

Team of Stephen Ministers, and then, once accepted, to 
begin an significant period of training (fifty hours!).  If you 
are interested, please contact Dr. Wes Brun to obtain the 
application form.   

For more information, check our bulletin board just out-
side of Mercer Hall near the sanctuary end of the hall. We 
hope to begin this new class shortly after the first of No-
vember, with some time off for the holidays, and complet-
ing the training in time for a consecration service later in 
the spring (2017).  We take the training very seriously 
because to companion someone during a difficult time in 
their lives is a sacred task and not to be undertaken 
lightly.  We would like to have a class of at least three or 
four persons.  Maybe you are such a person. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Coming this Fall! 

Night @ The Park 
Starting September  20th,  

Nardin Park is going to be the  
place to be on TUESDAY NIGHTS.  

There will be something  
for all ages 

Come make new friends and  

stay connected with old ones. 

*We start at 4:30 with programs for kids up to 8th grade. 
*All-Church dinner, (yes you can come even if it just for  
  dinner) will be served from 5:30 to 6:45. 
*Kid’s music programs are offered after dinner 
*Adult studies will be held during kids’ music program  
  and also at 7:00. 
*Yoga is available for a participant fee at 7:00. 
*Handbells start at 7:30. 
*There will be a supervised homework and games space  
   for kids from 7 – 8:30 and child care will be provided 

NIGHT @ THE PARK 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Betty Culberson  9/1 
Brian Davis  9/1 
Mark Dixon  9/1 
Dana Jarvis-Foster  9/1 
Zachary Simkow  9/1 
Carolyn Slade  9/1 
Sue Ward  9/1 
Amy Duntley  9/2 
Brett Lee  9/3 
Bill Ritter  9/4 
Donna Roemer  9/4 
Janet Fischer-Baessler  9/5 
Emily Scobel  9/5 
Alice Gatecliff  9/6 
Ivar Anderson  9/7 
Teresa Worpell  9/7 
Dave Sanders  9/8 
Gar Laity  9/9 
Patricia Lange  9/9 
Alexandra Diebel  9/10 
Douglas Irey  9/10 
Monica McCoskey  9/10 
George Walker  9/11 
Jamie Christie  9/12 
Jessica Christie  9/12 
Bev Fletcher  9/12 
Cindi Helisek  9/13 
Doris Hildebrand  9/13 
Lisa Ventura  9/13 
Kristin Armistead  9/14 
Rena Mamidi  9/14 
Collin Morrison  9/14 
Edwin Moses  9/14 
Garrett Shea  9/14 
Chelsea Swanderski  9/14 
Jan Tobe  9/14 
Joe Dobbs, Jr  9/15 

Megan Ventura  9/15 
Jacqueline Brown  9/16 
Christian Carroll  9/16 
Lindsay Cieslak  9/16 
Adrienne Sundquist  9/16 
Joyce Jones  9/17 
Larry Baggerly  9/18 
Karen Bolsen  9/18 
Tom Davis  9/18 
LeeAnn Riffe  9/18 
Jacob Abela  9/19 
Wendy Foss  9/19 
Vera Phillips  9/19 
Nancy Gingrich  9/20 
Jim Myers  9/22 
Wayne Perry  9/22 
Karen Poole  9/22 
Bernadet Edwards  9/23 
Todd Pokryfky  9/23 
Laura Woodruff  9/23 
Daniel Ziemba  9/23 
Jacob Adkins  9/24 
Anna Gladwell  9/24 
Michael Mackie  9/24 
Avishay Mamidi  9/24 
Judy Avie  9/25 
Steven Marowski  9/25 

Debbie Maxwell  9/25 
R.J. Ingram  9/26 
Sharon Martin  9/26 
Lilliana Sturgis  9/26 
Susanna Brennan  9/27 
Shellie Brewart  9/28 
Walt McCoskey  9/28 
Tina Sturgis  9/28 
Elizabeth Babcock  9/30 
Joyce Green  9/30 
Ed Spala  9/30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy & Ginny Richardson 
Marriage Date: 9/2 

 
Jenny & Anthony Beal 
Marriage Date: 9/3 

 
Walt & Julie McCoskey 
Marriage Date: 9/6 

 
Daniel & Stefi Neef 

Marriage Date: 9/7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul & Pat Chastney 

Marriage Date: 9/15 

55 Years!!!  
Congratulations!! 
 
Troy & Leah Szopo 
Marriage Date: 9/17 

 

Bob & Marilyn Elliott 

Marriage Date: 9/20 

 
 

Betty Barclay 
Carrol Belott 

  Ruth Heaslip 
  Lorene Juhnke 
Doris McCubbin 

Bev Mumbulo 
Frances Prior 
Mary Raymo 
Don Rhoad 

Jane Robling 

Glen Schlott 
Ann Shell 

Margaret Shell 
William Sheppard 
Margaret Totton 

Dave Thompson 

Our Sympathy goes to the families of: 
 Dorothy Kraft who passed away on May 23. 
 William Bauer who passed away on June 10. 
 Isobel Rhoad who passed away on July 4. 
 Howard Slade who passed away on July 15. 
 Barbara Scott Who passed away on August 2. 
 Carl Woodruff wh passed away n August 19. 

 

Our prayers go to those who are sick or convalescing, including: 
 

 Alice Avedisian Betty McLaughlin 

 Peg Algie Beverly Notestine 

 Bob Bough Janet Szopo 

 Bill Knappenberger 
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 SPECIAL GIVING CHALLENGE 

 

Nardin Park UMC has a registered charitable 
organization account with AmazonSmile.  If 
you make a purchase on Amazon.com, you 
may now indicate that you would like to   
select Nardin Park United Methodist Church 
to receive 0.5% of the purchase price of      
eligible products that you bought. 

10-8-2016   100 Days!  Tiny Houses Big Difference! 
Pastor Melanie Issues a Special Giving Challenge to Nardin Park.   
 

October 8, 2016 will mark 100 days that we have had the opportunity to be together on this new journey of 
faith.  Cass Community Social Services is building 25 tiny houses in the City of Detroit to help Fight Poverty 
and Create Opportunity.  These houses will be occupied by formerly homeless persons and in an ingenious 
rent-to-own ministry, the tenants of the houses will own them and the property they are being built on in 7 
years time.  This will be a game changer for people in poverty.  
 
Church Member Jeff Lockledge has been working closely with Rev. Faith Fowler, pastor of Cass Community 
United Methodist Church and Executive Director of Cass Community Social Services.  Back in April, at the Cass 
Annual Dinner, Nardin Park pledged $5,000 toward building a tiny house.  So far we have raised:  $2600.00 ! 
 
You are invited to help us exceed our goal.  Here is how the giving challenge works...On Sunday October 9th,  
you are invited to bring a gift in a multiple of $100 that will go toward the Cass Tiny Houses Construction.  
You can bring 100 pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters or $100 dollars.  Anything that works in multiples of 100.  
 
We invite you to get creative on this collection—ask kids you know to collect 100 pennies, nickels or dimes… 
have your book group, Bible study group, fellowship, exercise group or neighborhood group collect dona-
tions—bring them to church on October 9th.   
 
Checks can be made out to Nardin Park UMC with “Tiny House 100 days” in the memo line. 
 
Let’s celebrate 100 days together and see what God can do through us to make a big difference!   

-Pastor Melanie 

PASTOR ON CALL 
 

Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m to 4:30 p.m. call the church 
office 248-476-8860.   
 
Evenings, Weekends and Holidays you may call 313-681-4871. 
When there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or any 
other time you may need urgent pastoral care, we encourage 
you to use these phone numbers.  The clergy rotate on-call  
responsibilities to assure that one of them is always accessible. 
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STAFF 

Rev. Melanie Carey, Lead Pastor    Susan Rose, Treasurer 
Rev. Gary Dawes, Pastor, Care & Outreach Laurie Berger, Administrative Assistant 
Rev. Beth Titus, Pastor, Youth Ministry Linda McDoniel, Membership Secretary 
Rev. Karen Poole, Pastor, Children’s Ministry Judy Hood, Secretary of Music Ministry 
Rev. Dr. Wes Brun, Director, Stephen Ministry Diane Brady, Cherub Choir Director 
Melvin Rookus, Director of Music Ministry Bev Trottier, Day Custodian 
Susan Miller, Liturgical Dance Director Eddie Sanders, Friday/Sunday Custodian 
Lauren Sundquist, Nursery & 2 Yr Old Coordinator Mark Rookus, Evening Custodian 
Mike Marks, Lay Leader Laura Kahsin, Lay Leader 

http://www.nardinpark.org

